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GERHARD L. WEINBERG

Gerhard L. Weinberg was born in Hanover, Germany on January 1,
1928. He began his schooling there, but at ten years of age, he was
expelled for being Jewish. In a boarding school on the south coast of
England, he watched part of the Battle of Britain; in London, he
experienced the first stage of the Blitz.

In 1940, Weinberg’s family moved to the United States. He graduated
from Albany High School, and enrolled in New York State College for
Teachers (now the University at Albany). He served in the Army in
occupied Japan in 1946-47, teaching GIs history and government as
well as literacy classes. After returning to the US, he took an MA in
History at the University of Chicago in 1949 and a PhD in 1951, and
has taught at several universities.

Dr. Weinberg is the author of several books, including World in the
Balance: Behind the Scenes of World War II; Hitler’s Foreign Policy 1933-
1939: The Road to World War II; Visions of Victory: The Hopes of Eight
World War 11 Leaders; and his masterpiece, A World at Arms: A Global
History of World War I1.

The award committee wrote:

“A World at Arms stands as a Gibraltar amid the military literature of
World War II. Indeed, it is difficult to imagine any serious scholarship
and reporting of that war without the writer’s use of this work. It is
comprehensive, it is magisterial, and best of all it is extremely
readable. Further, Weinberg’s extensive and impressive total body of
writing, extending over nearly forty years, eminently fulfills the
Pritzker Award standard: a lifetime achievement in military history.”

Dr. Weinberg is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, and an advisor to the National World War 11 Museum. He
has held appointments at the U.S. Air Force Academy and Bonn
University in Germany, and delivered lectures at the Naval War
College, Marine Corps University, and West Point. He currently serves
as the William Rand Kenan, Jr. Professor Emeritus of History at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where he lives with his
wife, Janet.
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The Pritzker Military Library Literature Award for Lifetime
Achievement in Military Writing was established to honor a
living author for a body of work that has enriched the
understanding of American military history. The recipient’s
contributions may be academic, non-fiction, fiction or a
combination of the three, and their work should embody the
values of the Pritzker Military Library, which focuses on the
Citizen Soldier in the preservation of democracy.

In selecting the recipient of this year’s award, a national panel
of historians, writers, and other individuals related to the study
of American history and heritage reviewed nominations
submitted by publishers, agents, booksellers, and other
professional literary organizations. The panel’s
recommendation was unanimously endorsed by the executive
council established by the Tawani Foundation to oversee the
award process.

Our sincere thanks to all those who helped and guided this
process:

2009 Screening Committee

Edward M. Coffman
Steve Coll

Carlo D’Este

Gary T. Johnson
James M. McPherson
Donald L. Miller
Allan R. Millett
Joseph E. Persico
Thomas E. Ricks
Mark A. Stoler
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Tonight’s Presentation of Colors:

Carver Military Academy Joint Service Color Guard
Cadet Colonel Nate Brooks
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Edgar Hernandez
Cadet Major Vincent Crider
Cadet Sergeant Major Kenneth Lucas
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Troy Dobbins

Cadet Staff Sergeant Laura Sanchez

Cadet Staff Sergeant Diana Zuniga
Cadet Corporal Shawn Mota

Cadet First Sergeant Jose Rodriguez

Carver Military Academy Joint Service Color Guard at the 2009 Memorial Day Parade
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The Pritzker Military Library gratefully acknowledges the
following for their contributions to the success of the
2009 Liberty Gala.

Tawani Enterprises

James N. Pritzker, our Founder; Jane E. Feerer, our Senior Vice President and
CFO; Susan B. Patrick, our Vice President for Trust and Tax Administration;
Mary E Parthe, our Vice President Investment Management; Sean P. McGowan,
our Vice President Operation; and the entire staff of John W. Bowes,

Joanna M. Buese, Angela R. Cole, Elizabeth G. Diaz, Ryan N. Fasshauer,

Nicole M. Kleidon, Geri I. Marganti, Troy A. Perkins, Jody M. Raciboski,

John P. Ringer, and Jonathan P. Szewczyk

Tawani Foundation
Lisa Lanz, Executive Director; and the entire staff of Kareema Cruz,
Sean Jackson, and Todd Jackson

Jumpmaster Productions

Edward C. Tracy, President; Andrew Edeker, Vice-President;

and the entire staff of David Cannek, Bradley Guidera, Nancy Houghton,
and Max Richter

Steppenwolf Theater Company
David New, Associate Artistic Director

2008 Liberty Gala photography by Ignacio Vilgre La Madrid and Dan Rest
Gallery and exhibit displays by Oak Street Design (Stanley Smith)

Pritzker Military Library Literature Award Designed by James Dietz
Posters and artwork by Christine Vande Voort

Pritzker Military Library - Production ¢ Event Staff

Mike Benson, Art Betts 11, Andrew Bloustein, James Cabaj, Julie Cathcart,
Andrew Freund, Gavin Gantner, James Histed, Reggie Moss, Christina Pacella,
Ighacio Vilgre La Madrid, and Marcin Wawrzyczek

Our Friend
John Callaway, 1936-2009
Thank you...and good night.
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